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TIP: Brainstorm at least five titles 
 

Can’t come up with the perfect title? Come up with as many as you can off the top of your head but don’t 
worry about quality. Try for at least five. Then look at your list. Which words grab your attention? Try 
changing all the titles to present tense. Help them convey action by putting the subject first. You might 
find that by combining some of the stronger candidates, you’ll have the most effective title for your 
Success Story! 

 
 

Strong Example 
 

Springville Citizens Enjoy Smoke-free Parks 
 

•  Subject first; the who or what that is most important in the story 
 

•  Use action words in the present tense 
 

•  Focuses on the solution- not the problem 
 
 

Weaker Example 
 

Smoking  Ban Passed for Local Parks 
 

•  Avoid past tense. Present tense makes your story stronger and more likely to  
speak to the reader.  




